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Notice of Monthly Meetings 


Monday, October 4, 1933; 8330 p,«. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

Annual General Meeting/ 

Members Ni«ht 

"June in the Colorado Rockies" 

Hazel Broker 

Come to the Annual General Meeting and 
after the business Keeling is finished, 
enjoy June in the Rockies with our own 
Hazel Broker. 


Monday, Navmher 8, 1933; 83)0 p.». 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

Interactions Between 
Arctic Birds and Plants 
Brian Henshaw and Dale Hoy 


Reminder: Please bring your own raug as 
disposable cups are not available. 


* ******** 

Monday., October 10, 1993; 7:30 p.». 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RRG Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Rd., Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session and a workshop, film or set of slides about some 
aspect of birds. If you're a beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn more about birds. If 
you're an expert birder, come out to share your knowledge and enthusiasm. This month will 
feature: 

- Lois Evans - Neotropical Birding 

- T-shirt contest - wear your prettiest, funniest, best, birding T-shirt and win a prize 
Organizer: Bruce Duncan 1-519-622-4709 

Thursday, October 21, 1993; 7:30 p,a. 

Plant Study Group 

Lrrcation: Gage Park Depot (near the greenhouses), Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal meeting, of those interested in plants who wish to 
share ideas and learn more about this fascinating aspect of the natural world. Whether 
a beginner or a seasoned botanist, come out: and enjoy the lively discussions. 

Organizer. Patricia Gilbert 1- 416-945-1907 Note: After Oct 4th the Area Code will be 505 
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Notice of Upcoming Club Field Events 


Sunday, October 24 9S30 aua."' 

FALL CLEAN-UF AT SPOOKY KOLLOS 
Your help is needed to maintain the trail 
system at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary near 
Normandale. In addition, we say plan to 
fabricate boardwalks on several trails if 
necessary. New volunteers are always 
welcome. This will be a good opportunity 
to see the Spooky Addition. Bring a lunch 
and meet at McDonald's parking lot, 
Ryckraans Corners, Upper James & Rymal Rd. 
(Hwys & & 53). 

Leader: John Fischer 643-3837 feves) 

Saturday, October 30 1:30 p.m. 

AUTUMN IN THE DUNDAS VALLEY 
Explore the valley with us to find out 
what's left in the way of plants and 
animals before the onset of winter. Meet 
at the University Plaza parking lot. Osier 
St., Dundas. 

Leader: Dean Gugler 528-7169 


Saturday, October 2 1L£0 a.e. 

WOODLAND CONCERT AT SHORT RILLS 
Join members of the Peninsula Field 
Naturalists, the Niagara Falls Nature 
Club and the HNC for an interpretive hike 
of the Marion Shivas Trail. The hike will 
be followed by a brief concert in the glen, 
near the Cucumber tree. The performance 
features the acoustic duo "Vox Violins". 
A donation of $2.00 per person or $5,00 per 
family will be requested upon arrival, to 
help defer the cost of hiring the 
musicians. Please bring a lunch and a 
blanket to sit on. We can all relax in the 
glen, and discuss common interests with 
members of our sister clubs after the 
concert. In the event of rain, a hike will 
be held on Sunday, October 3rd. 
Unfortunately, another commitment 
prevents "Vox Violins" fro® attending on 
Sunday. If you are unsure how to get to 
Short Hills or wish to car pool, meet at 
9:45 a.m. at Battlefield Square -- on 
Queenston Rd (Hwy 8), just east of Hwy 20. 
For more information please call: 

John Struger 547-5116 or John Fischer 
643-3837, 

Sunday, October 3 10:00 a.t. 

FALL SPAWNING RUN 

The Chinook are running! Hike to Red Hill 
Creek to .watch the Salmon spawn, proving 
conclusively that there is life in Red 
Hill Creek. Meet at the Red Hill Bowl 
parking lot at King St. E. and Lawrence 
Rd. 

Leader: Dave Featherstone 547-5116 

Monday, October 11 30:00 a,n, - 12aX) a,a. 

THANKSGIVING DAY RED E31L VALLEY HIKE 
Come out to experience the fall colours at 
Red Hill. There will be a choice of two 
hikes available: between two waterfalls 
and an amble along the rail trail. Meet 
at either of the two parking lots situated 
between Linseridge Road and Mohawk Road 
on Mountain Park Blvd. 

Leaders: John Struger 547-5116 and 
Don McLean 664-8796 


Sunday, October 31 9JM a.*. 

HAWKS AND PASSERINE MIGRANTS 
Favourable winds should provide a good 
hawk flight; if not other migrants will 
provide good birding. Meet at the car 
pool lot at Hwy 6 and Plains Rd. W., just 
off Hwy 403 below the escarpment. 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 

Sunday, November 7 
FALL BIRD COUNT 

This annual event attempts to survey the 
birdlife present throughout the Hamilton 
Study Area during late fall. To provide 
full coverage, more birders are needed. 
Contact Bill to confirm your area. 
Compiler: Bill Lamond 1-519-448-3854 

Sunday, November 14 10:00 a„«„ 

CRIEFF BOG 

"Fascinating in all seasons" is an apt 
description of this local bog near 
Puslincb, Meet at the gate of Valens 
Conservation Area on Reg. Rd, 97 west of 
Freelton. 

Leaden Bruce Mackenzie 643-4526 
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Other Events of Interest 


Suoday, October 3 IOjOO a.«. 

ONTARIO HIKING DAY AT THE DUNDAS 
VALLEY CONSERVATION AREA 
Bring a snack for a short picnic 
overlooking the spectacular Carolinian 
forest in its early fall splendour. Kike 
begins at the Dundas Valley Trail Centre, 
on Governor's Road in Dundas. 

Inquires: Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority 525-2181 

Sunday, October 3 
FRIENDS OF A FEATHER 

A day dedicated to our fine feathered 
friends, with hikes, guest speakers, bird¬ 
banding and falconry demonstrations. 
Look for hawks, owls and eagles on the 
Wildlife Walkway, a 1-km trail through 
elk and bison country at the Mountsberg 
Wildlife Centre. 

Inquiries: 1-416-336-1158; weekends 1-416- 
854-2276 

October 9, 10 & 11 Thanksgiving Weekend 
AUTUMN ON THE ESCARPMENT 
Wagon rides to the escarpment, craft 
demonstrations, crafts and activities for 
children, musicians, displays, pies and 
hot apple cider, beautiful fall colours 
and family discovery activities with 
prizes. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Crawford Lake 
Conservation Area. 

Inquiries: 1-416-336—1158 Area code 305 
after Oct 4th. 

Monday, October 18~Noveaber 8 7-10 p.m. 

GULLS AND TERNS IN DEPTH 
This course for intermediate to advanced 
birders focuses on a difficult group. 
Some gulls take two years to reach full 
adult plumage, others take three, and the 
largest take four years—with many 
confusing stages between juvenile and 
adult. This course will help sort it all 
out. with suae attention paid to the 
jaegers, skimmers and alcids as well as to 
terns. Meet in the Lecture Room, RBG 


Centre. By registration only; deadline 
October 7. 

Inquiries: RBG 527-1158 

Sunday, October 24 
A GUIDE TO THE HEAVENS 
McMaster University joins with the RBG 
in the McMaster Planetarium to present a 
one hour presentation on the autumn 
highlights of the night sky. By 
registration only; deadline October 15th. 
Inquiries: 527-1158 


November , Weekends 11:30 a.m. 

COMMON SCENTS 

Follow a Kortright naturalist to a series 
of "scent stations" and investigate the 
intriguing and not-so-strange world of 
animal communication through the smells 
of nature. Meet at the Kortright Centre 
for Conservation. 

Inquiries: 1-416-661-6600 Area Code 9 05 
after Oct. 4th. 

Sunday, November 21 10 a.in. - 3 pan. 
WILD BIRD CLINIC 

Bring the family to the Hamilton 
Region conservation Authority’s 
Resource Management Centre for an 
afternoon with Bruce and Diana 
Hunter from the University of 
Guelph's Wild Bird Clinic. See 
magnificent raptors and learn about 
their rehabilitation. $3*00 per 
person; $8.00 per family. 
Preregistration: 1 - 416 - 525-2181 Area 
code 905 after Oct 4th. 
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President's Column 

By John Struger 

In this months' column, I would like to 
update aesbers on soae of the issues that 
will probably change the way the Wood 
Duck is produced in the future. I think 
all of you will agree with »e, that the 
Wood Duck is an important component of 
our Club's raison d’etre and scientific 
repository for our natural history 
activities. I also think our current and 
past editors have strived to disprove the 
production and the scientific and 
environmental quality arid integrity of 
its contents. 

However, as we all know, 
uncontrollable events can affect us in 
the most peculiar way. Currently, we are 
attempting to negotiate with the Canada 
Post Corporation cur Second Class Mail 
Registration status. This, in itself, is a 
very arduous and frustrating task. Our 
second class mailing status is only valid 
if we are considered a "publication". 
Presently, in the opinion of Canada Post, 
the Wood Duck is considered a 
"newsletter". This means that we would be 
required to pay approximately $0.72 
postage per Wood Duck mailing. We have 
appealed this decision. Unfortunately, in 
the last three years we have also seen our 
second class mailing costs increase from 
about $0.10 to about $0.A0. If we lose our 
appeal regarding the second class mailing, 
status we will be required to pay 
retroactive postage charges as well as the 
first class postage. 

Regardless of the appeal outcome, this 
has made the HNC Executive look at 
alternative ways of keeping costs down as 
well as other ways to produce the Wood 
Duck. Jean Stollard, the Wood Duck editor 
and her committee are currently looking 
at various strategies that will respond 
to changing postal rates as well as 
changing needs of our membership 
regarding the types of information and 
data that are published in the Wood Duck. 
We will keep you informed of developments 
in a future column. If you have any 


suggestions on the Wood Duck and its 
production please write to Jean Stollard, 
457-7 Woodview Rd., Burlington, ON L7N 2Z9 
or call her at 634-3538. 


***** 

Binding Salt fleet Township 

By Rob Dobos 

An area close to Hamilton that I have 
always found interesting for birding is 
the former Township of Saltfleet above 
the Escarpment, now part of the City of 
Stoney Creek. The best time is usually 
during early spring, however, there may 
be interesting birds at any time of year. 
This article will describe the birding 
highlights of this area during the 
different seasons. 

The area I will refer to as "Saltfleet" 
in this article is bounded by the Niagara 
Escarpment on the north, Hwy 20 on the 
west and south, and 11th Rd. E. on the east 
(Figure 1). This area is best birded by car 
(or bicycle), as it is fairly open 
agricultural land criss-crossed with 
paved roads. Some roads are fairly 
heavily travelled, such as Ridge Rd., Mud 
St. and Tapleytown Rd., however most 
others are lightly used. Use caution and 
common sense when parking on the sides of 
roads to look for birds, being careful not 
to obstruct traffic. Most of this area is 
private land, so do not enter without 
proper permission.. The Escarpment edge' 
and face hold the Bruce Trail which 
allows access by foot. 


Spring 

The snow melt and early spring rains 
result in very wet conditions in many 
fields in the area, since there is rather 
pool drainage due to the shallow soils 
over the limestone bedrock of the 
escarpment. Unfortunately (for birds and 
birders), a recent ditching project by the 
municipality has lessened this flooding 
considerably the last few years. 

From mid-March to early April, these 
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flooded fields are very attractive to 
Migrating waterfowl. Large flocks of 
dabbling ducks, occasionally numbering 
in the 100's, stage in these fields, 
including Mallard, American Black Duck, 
American Widgeon, Northern Pintail, 
Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Green-winged 
Teal, Blue-winged Teal and Wood Duck. The 
best, areas are usually along 8th Rd, E. 
(east side) north of Green Mt, Rd. and 10th 
Rd. E. south of the TH&B rail line. During 
the wetter past, the area on 10th Rd. E, 
southwest of the rail line was dubbed the 
"Saltfleet Marsh", however it hardly 
qualifies as a marsh at present. 

An old quarry, now flooded, on Green 
Mt. Rd. east of 10th Rd. E. regularly holds 
good numbers of Ring-necked Duck, Hooded 
Merganser and American Widgeon after it 
becomes ice-free. In some years, flocks of 
Tundra Swans may briefly visit the wet 
fields described above. Lock for them in 
early to mid-March. 

The wet fields throughout Saltfleet 
also hold many of the first arriving 
early shorebirds in the Hamilton area,. 
Killdeer may arrive by early March, 
Common Snipe and Greater YelJowlegs by 
the end of March, Lesser Yellowlegs and 
Pectoral Sandpiper by early April, and 
Upland Sandpiper by mid-April. 

For me, a sure sign of spring is 
hearing the breeding calls and flight 
song of American Woodcock. They are 
relatively common in this area as 
breeders, and usually arrive during the 
first mild break in early March. During 
the early evening, listen for their nasal 
"peent" call and the twittering flight 
calls; they can be found around fields 
next to wooded areas or along hedgerows. 

Common Snipe also breed in the area. 
By early April one can see them 
performing their courtship flights and 
hear the "winnowing" sound produced by 
the spreading of their tail feathers. I 
regularly find them on 11th Rd. E. just 
south of the rail line (pull onto the short 
gravel pull-off on the west side) and on 
10th Rd. E. at the Saltfleet Marsh. 

During the spring, hawk migration is 
channelled along the Niagara Escarpment, 


All of the species passing by the well 
known ha w-k watch at Beamer Conservation 
Area to the east can potentially be seen 
over the Saltfleet area as they spread out 
over the escarpment plain. One should 
keep an eye to the sky while birding this 
area during early March to May for any 
migrant raptors passing overhead. 

The first of many spring migrant 
passerines returning to the Hamilton area 
can be seen in Saltfleet. Large flocks of 
blackbirds, mostly red-winged, grackles 
and cowbirds, can be found in corn 
stubble fields, with numbers building 
after the first mild spell in early March. 
Smaller flocks of Rusty Blackbirds arrive 
a few weeks later. The mixed flocks of 
blackbirds should be. checked carefully 
for the odd Brewer's Blackbird, one of 
which was found along Smith Rd. in 1990. 
In some years flocks of Lapland Longspurs 
and American Pipits can be found in any 
of the fields from late March to mid- 
April. Horned Larks return to the area by 
early February and are busy setting up 
territories even while the snow covers 
the fields. Other passerines to look for 
include Eastern Bluebirds, any of the 
swallows, and several species of sparrows. 

Summer 

A number of interesting birds breed in 
the Saltfleet area. In addition to Snipe 
and Woodcock described above, another 
shorebird to be found here during the 
breeding season is Upland Sandpiper. 
Listen for their breeding calls from mid- 
Way into June along 8th, 10th and 11th Rds. 
E., north of Green Mt. Rd. By mid-summer 
pos.t-breeding dispersal flocks should be 
looked for in freshly cut hay fields until 
early August. 

Saltfleet is one of the most reliable 
areas to see Eastern Bluebirds in the 
nesting season. They utilize many of the 
nesting boxes maintained by George Coker 
and friends, in the area of 10th and lltli 
Rds. E. and Smith Rd. 

Saltfleet is also one of our local 
strongholds for Ring-necked Pheasants. 
They can be encountered any time of year 
around many of the cultivated fields. 
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however, males are visually most 
conspicuous in late spring when they are 
most vocal. Local residents have reported 
seeing Wild Turkeys over the past feu 
years near the Saltfleet Woodlot 
(described below) and on 2nd Rd. E.. The 
origin of these birds is unknown, but it 
is possible that they could be dispersed 
from the introduced birds in Short Hills 
near Fonthill. 

A few pairs of Northern Harriers 
likely breed in the area each year near 
the Saltfleet Woodlot and Saltfleet Marsh. 
They can be seen hunting over hay fields 
along Green Mt. Rd., 10th Rd. E.. and at the 
Stoney Creek Airfield on 6th Rd, E. south ' 
of Mud St. 

The Saltfleet Woodlot mentioned above 
is the largest forested swamp in 
Harailton-Wentworth Region outside of 
Flamborough. It is located north of Green 
Mt. Rd. between 5th Rd, E, and 8th Rd. E. A 
small Great Blue Heronry is in the swamp, 
and these birds can often be seen hunting 
the area’s ditches. It is bordered by a 
wet sedge meadow area on the west along 
5th Rd. E. Sedge Wrens were found here in 
1991. A Whip-poor-will was also heard in 
this forest in 1992. An abandoned road 
allowance running north from Green Mt. 
Rd. opposite 6th Rd. E. leads to an old 
landfill site (now covered), and provides 
access to the forest, but note that the 
land is private on either side of the 
right-of-way. . 

Any of the open agricultural areas 
harbour species such as Eastern 
Meadowlarks, Bobolinks and Eastern 
Kingbirds. Vesper Sparrows are also 
typically easy to find. Some surprises 
may be found, such as the singing Western 
Meadowlark which remained all summer in 
1991 at Hwy 20 and South Townline Rd 
(between 5th and 6th Rds. E.). Northern 
Mockingbirds are fairly common around 
any of the rural yards. 

The flooded quarry pond on Green Mt. 
Rd. east of 10th Rd. E, has a small cattail 
marsh, and Pied-billed Grebe has beer, a 
summer resident here. 

The Falco Woods, a dry oak woodlot on 
l!th Rd. £» at South Townline Rd., has had 


both Red-headed and Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers during the breeding season. 

The face of the Niagara Escarpment 
provides an unbroken strip of forest 
habitat that is virtually unbirded, but 
easily accessible via the Bruce Trail, as 
mentioned previously, . 

. i 

. i 

Autussn i 

If wet conditions prevail into the 
fall, the fields along 8th and 10th Rds. E. 
can be good for migrant shorebirds 
(during late summer actually). The Green 
Mt. Rd. Quarry should be. checked for 
waterbirds during fall. Flocks .of 
American Pipits, Lapland Longspurs and 
Snow Buntings (later) say occur in the 
corn stubble fields during October and 
November. This area tends to be less 
birded during fall, but unusual sightings 
can happen, such as the Great Egret seen 
on November 1 last year along Mud St. 

Winter 

The main highlight has been Short¬ 
eared Owls which typically winter at the 
Saltfleet Marsh. Look for them right 
after dusk (they usually appear just when 
you think its too dark and want to leave). 
I have also seen them along Green Mt. Rd. 
near 4th and 6th Rds. E. Other wintering 
raptors in these areas include numbers of 
Rough-legged Hawks and Northern 
Harriers. The occasional Northern Shrike 
can be found anywhere here, but 10th Rd. 
E. north of the rail line seems best. A 
few meadowlarks winter most years; check 
the fields along 8th, 10th and 11th Rds. E. 
and Green Mt. Rd. In past years Grey 
Partridge were regularly found in fields 
and vineyards along Mud St. around 10th 
Rd. E., however they have not been seen in 
the area since about 1984. 

As this summary attests, the Saltfleet 
area is a great place to go birding, 
especially during the spring. It can be 
easily checked on route to and from 
Beamer Conservation Area, and is also in 
close proximity to Fifty Point, another 
popular birding destination along the 
lakeshore just below the Escarpment, 



Figure 1. 


Map of Saltfleet Township above the Escarpment in the City of Stoney Creek. 
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The ’Lesser* Golden Plover— Part II specimens are the subject of this report. 

More on ’Lesser’ In looking at the specimens. I 

attempted to identify them as to 
subspecies using the following three 
criteria: 

1. Wing Chord Length: 

Hayraan, Marchant and Prater (1986) 
state that the wing chord length of 
Pluvialis dominica dominica (American 
Golden Plover) is in the range of 169 to 193 
mm. That of Pluvialis dominica fulya 
(Pacific Golden Plover) is in the range of 
152 to 173 mm. Of 42 specimens. 11, or 26% 
fall into the area of overlap. Prater, 
Marchant and Vuorinen (1977) state, "...the 
overlapping dominica and largest fulva 
occur together in Alaska." This concurs 


By Bruce Whittington 

In the January/February issue of The 
Victoria Naturalist , Keith Taylor has 
written, "I had no idea of the 
identification problems and controversy 
that would arise!". After spending some 
time with the specimen collection in the 
B.C. Provincial Museum, I concur 
wholeheartedly, and would like to add 
further fuel to the fire. 

There are 44 specimens of Pluvialis 
dominica in the Museum collection, of 
which one is a downy young, and one on 
display elsewhere. The remaining 42 
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with findings by Vaurie (1%4), cited in 
Cramp (1983). It is clear that on the west 
coast, wing chord alone is not diagnostic, 
even in the hand. 

2, Projection of Primary Tips Past 
Tertial Tips: 

Hayman et al indicate in both text and • 
plates that in dominica the primary tips 
extend much further past the tertial tips 
than in fulva . Taylor mentions that the 
projection in fulva is about, half that in 
dominica . Some of the auseum specimens 
are obviously separable by this criterion, 
but I found that many were not. Some were 
blatantly inconsistent. Taylor also 
mentions a difference in primary 
projection past the tip of the tail, but 
this is unreliable in museum specimens 
because of abuse and differences in 
preparatory techniques.- I have not 
examined birds in the field closely 
enough to comment from experience in this 
regard. 

3. Plumage Differences: 

Breeding-plumaged birds are the most 

difficult to separate (Hayman et al). I 
found that all birds of this group in the 
Museum collection were separable, 
however, using a combination of the first 
two criteria, and the following plumage 
differences: dominica (especially males) 
have blacker underparts, particularly on 
under tail coverts arid flanks, as Taylor 
has noted, but also lack the barring on 
the flanks (usually concealed by the 
folded wing) which is evident in fulva . 
The patch of white on the breast by the 
bend of the wing is usually more 
prominent in dominica, sometimes almost 
joining in the centre (Hayman et al). 
Further (though this is not without 
exceptions), dominica seems to have a 
larger head, and often shows a much more 
prominent white forehead, reminiscent of 
the helmet of horn on the forehead of a 
muskox. This is quite pronounced in some 
specimens. 

In juvenile birds, the best distinction 
seems to be the general coloration of the 
head (particularly the supercilium), 


breast and underparts. Most authorities 
seem to agree that fulva is a much more 
golden bird than the greyer dominica. 
Taylor mentions a difference in the 
pattern of darker markings on the breast 
and upper neck, but I was unable to reach 
a conclusion on this point. 

Using these criteria, I attempted to 
separate all birds in the collection as to 
subspecies. As mentioned previously, I 
was able to separate all breeding- 
plumaged birds, and found that there were 
eight fulva and six dominica. In 
separating the juvenile-plumaged birds, 
however, I found that there were 11 fulva, 

13 dominica, and four which were not 
separable. These four represented over 9% 
of the total sample, which supports the 
claim made by Hayman et al that 74 or 
more are not separable even "using all 
characters". (The fact that Taylor felt 
that there were only four adult dominica 
in the collection also affirms that 
positive identification of all specimens 
is not possible). The most interesting 
correlation I noted was that the 
juveniles, when separated using a 
combination of characters, fell neatly 
into golden and grey groups. The four 
which were not identifiable were all grey 
birds. This could indicate that the 
golden juvenile plumage of fulva may be a 
fairly reliable mark. I recalled that 
when in Japan at the end of August 1986, 

I saw a group of about 20 fulva, and all 
were very definitely buffy-gold to golden 
(in full sun at mid-day). A short two 
weeks later, I encountered similar birds 
at Martindale Road though I saw only 
three, and not four as Taylor reported, 
and noted that one may not have been a 
fulva. 

The distribution of the specimens in 
the Museum collection is also interesting. 
Of 16 Interior specimens, two were*' 
unidentified, three were spring and 11 
were fall dominica, and there were no 
fulva . (Godfrey [1986], however, does note 
a fulva from as far inland as Alberta!), 
Of 26 Coastal specimens, two Were 
unidentified, three fall and two spring 
were dominica, and 11 fall and eight 
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spring were fulva. This would seem to 
indicate (although the sample size is 
admittedly small) that on the coast we 
might expect to encounter fulva more 
often than dominica. Virtually all 
specimens from the coast are from the 
Codrtenay area and the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, however, and it may be that the 
distribution on southern Vancouver 
Island is quite different. Sight records 
for this or any area are less than 
reliable because often birds are not 
identified as to subspecies, and there is 
obviously considerable room for 
aisidentification. 

Taylor concludes his article by urging 
that all golden plover sightings be 
carefully reported, and identification of 
.subspecies be attempted where practical. 
I fully support this move, because there 
is a distinct possibility that with 
careful observation we may discover new 
information about the distribution and 
migration patterns of the two subspecies. 
A large population of dominica winters in 
central and eastern South America, and it 
is possible that larger numbers of fulva 
migrate along our coast to winter in 
poorly birded parts of Central and South 
America than was previously known. It is 
important tG remember that about 10% 
cannot be identified even in the hand, so 
in the field there will be even more cause 
for caution. 
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Casualty of the Storm 

By Pat and Brian Burgoii 

The first flakes of snow were whipped 
along by an increasing east wind at 10:30 
in the morning of February 21 as one of 
the many storms of this winter approached 
the area. The birds who frequent our 
feeders: Cardinals, Mourning Doves and 
Chickadees, had been feeding voraciously 
at the platform and bin feeders as well as 
on millet spread on the ground. Their 
actions frequently predicted bad weather, 
or its severity, often well ahead of 
bulletins from Environment Canada. Two 
Mourning Doves took advantage of what 
shelter was available On the sill of the 
window which overlooks the feeding area 
on the north side of the house. Our 
moving around the room did not scare 
them to flight, such was their need for 
protection from the impending storm. 

At 11:15, we were startled by a thud 
which sounded like a bird hitting the 
same window. This is not an unusual 
occurrence - we keep meaning to put some 
additional warning material on the glass 
- but, to date, no casualties have 
resulted. Pat looked out the window 
"Come here", she said, "it was the Sharpie 
and she's hurt." All winter, we have 
watched a. female Sharp-shinned Hawk 
make the rounds of the feeders in the 
neighbourhood, often hunting when 
smaller birds fed eagerly and with less 
awareness of danger in advance of 
unsettled weather. Some weeks ago, we saw 
her make a meal of a house sparrow. 
Initially, it looked as if the hunter had. 
been the victim today. 
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She crouched low in the snow five 
metres from the window, her wings spread 
as if performing a diversionary routine 
in the face of a predator. But in two 
minutes, she re-folded her wings to reveal 
one of the Mourning Doves pinned to the 
snow in the grip of her talons. With an 
eagerness equal to the platform feeders, 
she began to pluck feathers from the dove. 
While we realize that violence and 
suffering are often unavoidable elements 
of nature, we were surprised how long the 
dove remained alive, flapping its wings 
in an effort to free itself from the 
piercing talons and tearing beak. The 
hawk attacked the dove's head first, 
finally ending its misery with repeated 
tearing jabs. 

Within half an hour. Cardinals began 
to return to the bushes about five or six 
meters away from the hawk, like 
spectators in the Coliseum, watching the 
victor take her prize; their instincts in 
limbo between fear of similar death and 
hunger for food. Some flew on to the rear 
of the property, again taking cover in 
deciduous shrubbery close to the hopper 
feeder which is some 15 metres from the 
kill site. A couple of birds dared to 
venture to the feeder, taking sunflower 
seed only from a position on the ledge 
from which they could keep an eye on the 
hawk and its prey. Even a grey squirrel, 
our boldest of feeder visitors, was 
hesitant to venture out from its hiding 
spot in the bushes. It kept watch while 
ferreting out millet and spilled sunflower 
seed, retreating up a nearby sapling when 
a motion of the feeding hawk suggested 
danger. 

The hawk, as well, constantly raised 
her head while feeding, looking for 
motion that would signal danger. Her 
position was mostly obscured by 
coniferous shrubs and by an evergreen 
euonymous. The latter, being between the 
window from which we observed with 
binoculars and the hawk, also afforded us 
cover. Had we seen a neighbourhood cat 
braving the storm to stalk the hawk, I am 
sure we would have made some attempt to 
scare the bird. Our definition of nature 


taking her own course stops somewhat 
short of domesticated felines. 'The hawk's 
safety, and that of all our songbirds, was 
greatly increased by the timely demise of 
our local bird and mammal catcher. She 
used up the last of her nine lives one 
dark night last summer while trying to 
cross Fiddlers Green Road. No tears were 
shed.) 

Falling flakes would briefly obscure 
the stains of blood and gore which 
reddened the snow, only to be stained 
themselves in a few minutes. Feathers, 
both down and outer, swirled around the 
hawk and its victim in the gusty wind. A 
full hour had passed without the hawk 
moving from the kill site. The carcass 
was nearly bare of flesh and the Sharpie's 
feeding rate seemed to slow as she must, 
after a meal of this size, have been 
stuffed with meat. At last, she spread 
her wings and, with some difficulty, took 
flight, the dove carcass still in her 
talons, landing 25 meters away in the 
cover of some large conifers. 

We pass on this sighting simply as a 
matter of interest, with no suggestion 
that a single Sharpie feeder kill is a 
great ornithological event, A related 
story, however, illustrates the great 
amount of work still necessary to make 
the- public aware of the natural 
environment. I had described the house 
sparrow kill mentioned earlier in this 
article to people who can easily be 
labelled humanitarians, always being 
ready to give food and shelter to a stray 
domesticated animal. But their reaction 
to our approving description of the kill 
was one of mild horror, revulsion and 
surprise. "We thought you were 
naturalists!", they exclaimed. 

I assured them we were. 




30 


Noteworthy Bird Records 

By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to February 28, 1993 - 113. For underlined species or dates a 
written documentation is required by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee (HBRC), 

Cciunties/Regions: Brant [BR], Halton [HLJ, Haldimand-Norfolk [HN], Hamilton-Wentworth 
[HW], Niagara [NG], Waterloo [WT], Wellington [WL]. 

Observers: Clive Baugh (CBa), Christine Bishop (CB), Barb Charlton (BC), Michael Clark 
(MC), Robert Curry (RC), Keith Dieroff (KD), Rob Dobos (RD), Bruce Duncan (BD), Gavin 
Edmonstone (GE), Luc Fazio (LF), Denys Gardiner (DG), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Jerry Guild 
(JG), Jim Heslop (JH), Mark Jennings (MJ), John Lamey (JL), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis 
Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Brian McHattie (BMH), Kevin 
McLaughlin (KM), Erwin Meissner (EM), John Merriman (JMe), John Miles (JM), Norm Murr 
(NM), George Naylor 'GN), John Olmsted (JO), Gary Pawlick (GP>, Don Perks (DP), Jane 
Rakowski OR), Paul Rose (PR), Gerry Shemill (GS), Bill Smith IBS), Rick Snider (RSn). 

Robert Stamp (RSt), Beth Stormont (BSt), Mike Street (MS), Margaret Walton (MW), Alan 
Worraington (AW), Brian Wylie (BW), Many Observers (m.obs.). 

Plumages: m. -male; f. -female; ad. -adult; imm..-immature; 
subad. -subadult; 1st win, -winter 


JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 1993 

Common Lnan:. Eleven reports received of. single birds on the Bay [HW ]or the Lake off 
Burlington [//L] Jan 1-Feb 17 (m.obs.). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One wintered at Taquanyah C.A. [HN] Jan 8-Feb 15 (JM;m>obs.). 

Horned Grebe: One was at Fifty Point C.A. [NG] Jan 1 (RC.JH.KM); one was off Fifty Rd [HU] 
Jan 21 (RD); one was at Newport Yacht Club [HW] Feb 10 (AW); one was on the Lake off 
Appleby Line Feb 24 (PR). 

Red-necked Grebe: One was on the Grand River, Brantford [5R] Jan 3 (BL); one was at the 
East End of the Bay [HW] Feb 2 (AW). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Five were at Windermere Basin [tfW] Jan 1-on (RC et aid; four 
were at Carroll's Point (//Vi Jan 10-24 (KM,GN;RD). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One ad.,two imm. were at Desjardins Canal [HW] Jan 3-30 
(NM;BW); at least five birds were at the mouth of Red Hill Creek [HW] Jan 1-Feb 18, 
including one ad., two subad. and two imm. (m.obs.). 

Mute Swan: A U 13 X. of 20 were on the Bay at CCIW [HW] Feb 25 (RD.JMe). 

Snow Goose: A white morph ad. was at Dundas Marsh [HW] Jan 1 (RC,JH,KM), then at 
Princess Point [HW] Feb 5,6 (AW), and at Desjardins Canal Feb 28 (GE); a blue morph ad. was 
at Sioux Lookout [HL] Jan 15-23 (BLjm.obs.), and at Bronte [HL\ Feb 20-28 (GE;NM). 

Uood Duck: Two ra., one f. were at Desjardins Canal Jan 1-on (m.obs.); one was at Sioux 
Lookout Jan 17 (MJ); one f. was at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 13-Feb 7 (JM;KM); one m. was off 
Walkers Line [HL] Feb 20 (KM), 

Green-winged Teal: Two m. were at Chedoke Creek [HW] Jan 1-10 (KM et a/.); one m, was at 
Windermere Basin Jan 28 (AW). 

Northern Pintail: A max. of 32 were at Windermere Basin Jan 28 (AW). 
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Northern Shoveler: One f. was at Windermere Basin Jan 25-Feb 8 (AW;KM); three m. were 
there Feb 27 (BS,MS); one m. was on the Lake at Venture Inn [WL] Feb 28 (RD.BC). 

Aaerican Widgeon: One f. was at Tollgate Ponds [//W] Jan 10 (KM). 

Canvasback; The max. on the Bay was 51 at LaSalle Marina [HW] Jan 3 (NM); four were off 
Fruitland Rd [HW\ Jan 30 (RD,BC,PR); two were at Windermere Basin Feb 15 (RD)$ four were at 
the Venture Inn Feb 24-28 (RD et al.). 

Redhead: High counts included: 10 at LaSalle Marina Jan 22 (RD) & Feb 2 (AW), 12 at 
Windermere Basin Feb 8 (RD), and 13 off Fruitland Rd Jan 30 (RD,BC,PR); 4 were at Bronte 
Feb 12 (GE); 4 were at Venture Inn Feb 24-28 (RD at si.). 

Ring-necked Duck: One m. was at Windermere Basin Jan 10-Feb 24 (KM;m.obs.). 

TUFTED DUCK: One m, was at Windermere Basin Jan 1-Feb 28 (AW;m.obs.); one f. was at 
LaSaiIe"KaHna Jan 15-19 (RCjm.obs.), and later at Windermere Basin Jan 25-28 (AW). 

Scaup: About 10000 were on the Lake off Winona [HW], and 5000 on the Lake off 
Burlington [HL] during the period (m.obs.). 

Lesser Scaup: About 800 were' at Windermere Basin during the period (m.obs.). 

Kingjiden One -f. was at Fifty Point Jan 17 (F.Sn.RSt); four f., one imm, m. were off 
Appleby Line (RD et al.). 

Harlequin Duck: One f. was on the Lake between Shoreacres and the Venture Inn [HL\ Jan 
15-Feb 28~(BL;m.obs.). 

Oldsquaw: About 3000 were on the Lake off Burlington during the period (m.obs., 1 . 

Black Scoter. Four were off Walkers Line Jan 3 (BS); one was off Fifty Rd Jan 21 (RD'; one 
ad. m. was off Walkers Line Feb 19 (RD); five were off Appleby Line Feb 27 (BS et al.). 

Surf Scoter: One f. was off Walkers Line Feb 20-27 <KM;m.obs.)j one m. was off Appleby Line 
Feb 26 (RD), and two were there Feb 27 (BS,MS). 

White-winged Scoter Estimates of 10000 or more birds were on the Lake off Burlington 
from early Feb-on (m.cbs.); about 3000 were off Fifty Rd Feb 28 (RD,BC). 

Common Goldeneye: About 10000 birds were on the Lake from Winona to Bronte during the 
period (m.obs,). 

Goldeneye. An jcL m. V 3 S off Pjrk Rd, Oakville [hL] Jj.ii 8^19 Jt least (DP^BS,J0 , 
and~th¥rTwas~E"of~Bronte Harbour Feb 14-24 (KMjm.obs.), then back off Park Rd Feb 28 


(m.obs.). 

Hooded Merganser Two were at Desjardins Canal Jan 9 (CBa); a max. of five were at ■ 
Windermere Basin Feb 2 (AW). 

Ruddy Duck: One f. was at: CCIW Jari 5 (AW,RD); Lax Landfill [HW\ Jan 10 (KM.GN); and 
Windermere Basin Jan 24 (PR), Feb 7 (KM,BL,CB) and Feb 15 (RD), 

Bald Eagle: One ad, was reported from: Woodland Cemetery [HW] Jan 17 (RD,BL,PR), the Bay 
off CCIW [HW\ Jan 27 (AW), over the QEW at Lakeshore Rd [HL] Feb 1 (AW), Fifty Point C.A. Feb 
3 (BM), over Borers Creek C.A. [HW] Feb 7 (RD.BC), and Walkers Line Feb 27 (BS.MS); one ad., 
one imm. were on the Bay off CCIW Feb 15 (RD), and at Bronte Feb 22 (GE;PR); one imm. was at 
the Venture Inn Feb 23 (AW); a different imm. was on the Grand River at Glen Morris [Sfi] 

Feb 28 (EM). , „ , ,, , 

Northern Harrier: A max. of 23 were in the Hagersville area [HN] Feb la (NM et al.). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Ten reports of single birds for the period (m.obs.). 

Cooper's Hawk: Twelve reports of single birds for the period (m.obs.). 

Northern Goshawk: One imm. was at Westfield Heritage Centre [HW] Jan 9,31 (BD); one was 
in the Dundas Valley Jan 16 (MC); one ad, was N of Valens C.A, (7/W) Jan 31 (RD); one ad.,one 
imm. were at the Hyde Tract [HW] Feb 14 (BL.BMH); one ad. was on Coopers Rd [HW], and one 
imm. was on Valens Rd [HW] Feb 20 (BS.MS), 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One ad. was on Hwy 6 S of Puslinch [HW\ Jan 15-Feb 34 
(RD;KM,GN,PR;RC); one ad. was at Reg Rd 552 N of Rockton Jan 17-Feb 20 (KD fide MS;m.obs.); 
or:p ad. was SW of Clyde [W7] Feb 28 (RD,BC). 
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Red-tailed Hawk; Sixty were.at a poultry farm on Oneida 4th Line [MV] Jan 8 (JM); the 
partial albino ad. was at Derry Rd & Appleby Line [HL] Feb 20 (BS.MS). 

Merlin; One ad. was on Reg Rd 552 S of 6th Cone [HM Jan S (RD); one was near Victoria 
Park, Hamilton [HW] Feb 21 (BS,DG). 

Peregrine Falcon; One was observed taking a Blue Jay at Taquanyah C.A. Ja n 10 (EM). 

Grey Partridge: Ten were on Powerline Rd W of Field Rd [HW] Feb 18-27 (GS;m.obs.). 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Two were at Kelson Ave [/VG] Jan 1 (RC,JH,KM); two m. were on 10th 
Cone E of Hwy 52 [HW] Jan 31 (RD). 

Coupon Moorhen: The imm. at Desjardins Canal was present Jan 1-Feb 28 (m.obs.). 

Thayers Gull: One ad. was at Tollgate Ponds Jan 20 (AW). 

Iceland Gull: One ad,, one imm. were at the Brantford Dump [Si?] Jan 15, and two ad., two 
1st win. were there Jan IS (BL); one ad. was over Paterson Rd [HW] Feb 7 (RD.BC). 
leaser Black-backed Gull: One ad. was at the Brantford Dump Jan 15 (BL). 

Glaucous Gull: At the Brantford Dump, there were eight on Jan 3 (BL.BMH), and 11 on Jan 
15 (BL); a max. of 41 were at the West End of the Bay Jan 30 (KM,PR); five were at Peters 
Corners [ HW] Feb 7 (RC); seven were at Lynde'n & Aihsley Rds [HW] Feb 10 (BL). 

Great Black-backed Gull: 21 were at the Brantford Dump Jan 3 (BL.BMH); a max. of 536 were 
counted at Tollgate Ponds and West End of the Bay Jan 20 (AWL 

Snowy Owl: One imm. was at Windermere Basin Jan 1-26 (m.obs.), and a different imm. was 
there Feb 2 <AW); at CCIW there was one Jan 6, one ad. & one imm. Jan 11. one Feb 15, and one 
different imm. Feb 24 (RD); one was at Hagersville [MV] Feb 5-14 (MS;JM et ai.);. one was at 
Nelles Corners [MV] Feb 14 (NM); one was at Mines & Haldibrook Rds [MV] Feb 24-25 (MSL 
Barred_pwl: One was at Ford Woods, Oakville [HL] Feb 28 (LF;m.obs.). 

Long-eared' Owl: Eight were at Burloak Woods [HL] Jan 10 (MJ), and one was there Jan 17 
(RD.BL.PK); two were at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 17 (JM). 

Short-eared Owl: A max. of 14 were at Hagersville Jan 14 (MS). 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: One was at Ford Woods Feb 28 (LF;m.obs.\ 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One m. was at Taquanyah C.A. Feb 6-14 (JM); one was at 4th Cone 2 
km W of Woodhill Rd [HW] Feb 20 (BS.MS); o.ne was at Field Rd N of Powerline Rd [HW] Feb 23 

(BL). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The imm. m, at Shoreacres Creek was seen Jan 1,17 
(KM,RC,JH;RD,BL,PR); one was at Kings Forest [HW] Jan 19 (GP). 

Black-backed Woo dpecker: One was reported from the Hyde Tract Feb 20-21 (JL,DP), 
PileatecTwoodpecken One was at Caistorville [HG] Jari 1 (RC,JH); one was at Lambs Hollow 
[HL] Jan 7 (RD); one was at the Patterson Tract [HW] Jan 23 (BL,AW) and Feb 7 (RC); one was 
at LaSalle Park [HL] Jan 23 (NM); one was at Reg Rd 552 S of 6th Cone. Feb 20 (BS.MS); two 
were on 8th Cone E of Sheffield Rd [W7] Feb 27 (RD et al.). 

Carolina Wren: Eight were in the Brantford area Jan 3 (BL.BMH); at least eight were 
reported From the Burlington Lakeshore area Jan iO-Feb 27 (m.obs.). 

Eastexn Bluebird: Eight were at the Governors Rd C.A. [HW] Jan 31 (MW et ai.); six were at 
Harrisburg [HR] Feb 27 <BL,RD,BC,KM). ■ 

American Robin: About 350 were at the Hyde Tract Jan 23 (RD,BC.BL,AW). 

Grey Catbird: One was at the Merrick Field Centre [HW] Jan 20—31 (BD,JR,BSt); one was at 
the Governors Rd C.A. Feb_7 (BC), 

Brown Thrasher: One was at the Merrick Field Centre Jan 3-Feb 13 (JHjm.obs.); one was at 
Reg Rd 552 S of 6th Cone Jan 21 (RD). 

Northern Shrike: One was at Safari Rd 6 Reg Rd 552 [HW] Jan 8 (RD); one was at Reg Rd 35 
S of Hwy 401 [WL] Jan 14 (BL); one was at Safari & Coopers Rd [HW\ Feb 7 (RD,BC); one was at 
Hwy 8 & Woodhill Rds [HW] Feb 8,28 (RD;RD,EC); one was at Hwy 54 N of Cayuga [HA/] Feb 14 (JG 
el al’); one was 2.5 1cm E of Clyde [HW\ Feb 14 (BL.KG); one was at Hwy 8 & Lynden Rd [HW] Feb 
11,14 (RD;RC). 
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Rufous-sided Towhee: One f. was at the Strathearne Ave Docks [//fcj Jan 1 (AW); two were 
along the railline trail N of Jerseyville ftfWj Feb 7 (RSn.RSt); one m. was at Harrisburg 
Feb 20-27 (BL et al.). 

Chipping Sparrow; One'was at 4th Cone 2 km W of Wondhill Rd Feb 7-20 'RC;BS,MS); one was 
reported near Hagersville Feb 20 (NM). 

Savannah Sparrow; One was at Fifty & Falcon Rds [HW\ Jan 2). (RD); one was at a 
Jerseyville feeder [tfW] Feb 7-13 (RC;m.obs.). 

White-throated Sparrow; A max. of 10 were at Taquanyah C.A. Jan 10 (JM). 

White-crowned Sparrow; Four were at the Brantford Dump Jan 4 (BL.BMH); IS were at 
' Tollgate Ponds Feb 20 (RC). 

Snow Bunting: Two were at the Desjardins Canal Jan 15 (BL); 50 were at Park & Powerline 
Rds [ BR ] Feb 2.4-26 (BL); 50 were near Hagersville Feb 2S (NM). 

Eastern Meadowlark; Five were at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet [tffv] Jan 1 (RC,JH,KM), and Feb 7 
(BL,CB); a max. df 13 were near Hagersville Feb 23 (NM). 

C-oason Crackle; One was over Hwy 401, Puslinch Twp [WL\ Jan 2 (RD,BC). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Twenty were at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek [//(/) Jan 9 fDL.GL). 
Purple Finch: Two were at Westfield Heritage Centre Jan 3 (3D); four were at the 
Patterson Tract Jan. 23 f BL,AW); 10 were 1.0 km S of Glen Morris [BR] Jan 24 (BL.KG); four 
were at the Hyde Tract Jan 23 ''RD.BO; two were at Valens Rd &, 6th Cone [HW\ Feb 17 (RD). 
White-winged Crossbill: A max. of 35 were at the Westfield Heritage Centre Jan 16 f BD>: 
two were at German School Rd {BF.\ Jan 19 'BL): numbers at the Hyde Tract included nine cn 
Feb 14 l&L.BMH), 12 on Feb 20 •BS.MS), and four on Feb 27 'RD et al.'r, four were at the 
Kirkwall Tract [HU] Feb 27 (RD et al.). 

Pine Siskin: One was at the Hyde Tract Feb 27 (RD et al.n one was at the Westfield 
Heritage Centre Feb 28 (BD). 

Other species repen ted during Jan-Feb: Great Blue Heron, Canada Goose, American Black 
Duck, Mallard, Gadwali, Bufflehead, Common Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser, Rough- 
legged Hawk, American Restrei,’ Ruffed Grouse, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Rock Dove, 
Mourning Dove, Eastern Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Downy 
Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Horned Lark, Blue Jay, American Crow, 
Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, 
Winter Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Northern Mockingbird, Cedar Waxwing, European 
Starling, Northern Cardinal, American Tree Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Dark¬ 
eyed Junco, House Finch, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 

'Please send your bird records for March to August by September 10 to Rob Dobos, 178 
Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, Ont, N2L 4S3, or phone (519) S8S-0553. 

HAMILTON BIRDTNG HOTLINE: 648-9537 
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Notice Board 


New Book Available 


A new book , "More Naturalists and Their jj 
Work in Southern Ontario’’ by William W. | 
udd, Professor Emeritus (Zoology), 9 
University of Western Ontario and 
Archivist , Mcllwraith Field Naturalists, 
is now available. 

This book is a follow-up to his earlier 
oik, ”Early Naturalists arid Natural 
History Societies of London, Ontario 

If you are interested in obtaining a copy 
of his latest book, please send, a cheque 
for $10.00, made payable to: William W. 
Judd and send to: W. W. Judd, 50 Hunt Club 
Dr., ixmdon, ON N6H JY3 or call 519-471-6892 
for more .information. Jj 


Articles Needed 

Articles, 500-1000 words in length, needed 
on the following topics: botany, 

entomology, zoology, • trip reports, 
favourite haunts in the • Hamilton— 
Wentworth or Burlington areas. Please 
submit to Jean Stoll and. Wood Duck Editor ; 
457-7 Worldview Rd„ Burlington, ON L7N 
2Z9Articles submitted on 5 1/4 or 3 1/2 
high density disks would be appreciated 
but not necessary. Please include a hard 
opy of your article with the disk. Jj 


Christatas Cards 

Dennis and Gwen Lewington will once 
again be selling Christmas cards and 
hasty notes for the Club at the monthly 
meetings in November and December. Part 
of the proceeds help support Club 
activities. For more information call the 
.Lewingtons at 662-7952. > 


1994 Calendars 

The 1994 Bruce Trail Calendar is now 
available. Proceeds from the sale of this 
calendar are used to secure, preserve and 
manage the Bruce Trail, a special part ot 
the Niagara Escarpment. 

Cost: $6.00 + GST - member of B. T. A. 

$8.00 + GST - for non-members 

Shirley Element will be selling the 
calendars at the October, November, and 
December meetings. 

Calendars can also be purchased by 
sending a cheque, payable to: The Bruce 
Triiil Association, to P,0. Box 857, 
Hamilton, ON L3N 3N9. Phone orders using 
VISA or Mastercard can be made by calling 
529-6821. Phone and mail orders are 
subject to a $3.00 postage and handling 
charge, However, the calendars can be 
picked up at Raspberry House at the RBG 
Arboretum. / 
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■THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 
produced by volunteer members of the Club, THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times 
yearly from September to May inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: 
Jean Stollard, 457-7 Hcodview Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7N2Z9. 

Contributions ward processed on computer disk in IBM format are appreciated if 
possible. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding 
publication date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must 
be included. Articles in the WOOD DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not 
necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. Send noteworthy bird 
records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave„, Waterloo, Out. N2S 4L3 
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